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IAALV is now on facebook. Become a fan of IAALV and keep up to date with 

all the latest news and events within your community! Just search for IAALV 

in facebook and become a Fan!  

 Maintaining Green Card Status 
By -  Sreepadraj Venkatarao 

 It is not too uncommon to hear someone say that they are maintaining their permanent 

residence status, i.e., green card by coming to the United States once every year for brief visits 

before returning to India. The assumption that yearly visits to the United States will enable to 

keep their hard earned green card is not true. Like a driverôs license, a green card is not a legal 

right but is a privilege that can be revoked, i.e. taken back by the government. Even though this 

does not occur often, I am sure the reader would not want to be that one rare case, where it does 

actually happen.  

 One of the reasons that a person may lose his green card is when USCIS determines that 

the person has abandoned their permanent resident status. This may come up as an issue while 

trying to enter the U.S. or while filing for citizenship. Abandonment is said to have occurred 

when a permanent resident fails to show his ñintent to remain a permanent resident.ò  There are a 

number of factors that are used to determine the intent of the permanent resident. Some of the 

significant factors are: 

Ê Length of the green card holderôs absence from the United States 

Ê Purpose of the trip abroad 

Ê Facts indicating a fixed duration of the trip abroad 

Ê Location of the close family members 

Ê Retaining job in the U.S.   

Ê Maintenance of a U.S. address 

Ê Continued filing of U.S. and state tax returns as a resident of the U.S. 

       claiming all worldwide income on such returns; 

Ê Maintenance of other ties with the U.S., such as property ownership bank accounts, 

credit cards, club memberships, regularly renewed driver's license 

 

 It is very important to note that this list is not exhaustive i.e., there may be other factors 

that could be relevant in someoneôs situation. Further, there is not a single factor that is more im-

portant than the other. USCIS analyzes all relevant factors to determine whether there has been 

an abandonment based on ñtotality of the circumstancesò of each case. Consequently, it is very 

important to maintain strong ties to the U.S. which will only make it easier to establish intent to 

make this country your home, if ever a question arises. Hence, green card holders who wish to 

retain their permanent resident status must take all necessary steps to maintain and nurture this 

privilege that has been granted to them.  
 
Sreepadraj Venkatarao is an attorney practicing United States Immigration law representing clients from across the 

United States and around the world. The attorney is a graduate of Widener University School of Law (JD), Masterôs 

Degree from the Mechanical Engineering Department of New Jersey Institute of Technology (MS) and a Bangalore 

University (BE). He is also a registered Patent Attorney and plans to expand into this area of law. Attorney Sreepadraj 

Venkatarao is a member of several professional organizations like the American Immigration Lawyers Association, 

American Intellectual Property Law Association and the American Bar Association. Please visit the firmôs website at 

www.srvnlaw.com  or call (215) 348-1223 to reach the attorney. 

http://www.srvnlaw.com/
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What is Ugadi? 
 Ugadi, derived from Sanskrit is also known 

as Yugaadi, Yug means era and aadi means begin-

ning. This is the beginning of the new Hindu calen-

dar. It is said that on this day Lord Krishna gave up 

his mortal body and with it the new Yuga com-

menced. It is also believed that Lord Brahma be-

gan his creation on this day.  Lord Rama began to 

rule Ayodhya after killing Ravana on this very aus-

picious day. 

Ugadi is the beginning of New Year for peo-

ple in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka.  Ugadiôs 

date is subject to change every year and falls on the 

first day in the month of Chaitra (usually in March-

April).  During this day mantras are chanted and 

predictions about the New Year are told.  This 

ñPanchanga Sravanamò tells the future to gather-

ings in temples. The predictions for the crops, 

rains, gains and loss are read by learned persons to 

help people prepare for the coming year.   

One of the many traditions of Ugadi in-

cludes the making of ñUgadi Pacchadiò.  This chut-

ney is a combination of jaggery or brown sugar, 

raw mango pieces, neem flowers and tamarind. 

The taste of ñUgadi Pacchadiò is indicative of life 

since it gives a flavor of sweet, sour and bitter.   

Some other foods that are made during Ugadi in-

clude Puran Poli, Pulihora and Mango Rice. Usu-

ally during the day of Ugadi people wake up early 

in preparation of the event.  Mango leaves are put 

in front of the house to represent good well being.  

Also a ritual that is done is splashing of cow dung 

in front of houses and drawing designs (rangoli). 

 Many states in India celebrate this day by 

different names. While it is called Ugadi in Andhra 

Pradesh and Karnataka, it is observed as Gudi 

Padwa in Maharashtra and as Cheti Chand or 

Sindhi New Year. 

By: Anil Yelamarty  

http://www.singhautoworld.com


GUDI PADVA  

 Gudi Padva is the traditional New Year followed in Maharashtrian (Hindu) calendar.  Gudi 

Padwa falls on March 16th in the 2010 calendar year. Gudi Padva is observed predominantly in Goa, 

parts of northern Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh.  Gudi Padwa is observed during the first month of 

the (Marathi) calendar, called Chaitra, and observed on first day of Chait.  Many legends symbolize 

the hoisting of the Gudi to specific historic events.  Amongst the many, the most noteworthy is the 

defeat of Shakas by Shaliavahan and several victories of Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. 

 The underlying event of the day is the Gudi hoisting, which can be clearly seen on the outside 

of homes.  The hoisting of the Godi is accompanied with a flag on a bamboo staff.  The flag is made 

of green and/or yellow colored silk cloth.  The flag pole is topped with a bright goblet, surrounded by 

a garland of Neem & Mango leaves and sweets.  Rangoli is often the last piece of decoration that's 

drawn either in close proximity of the Godi, or somewhere in front of the house. 

 Throughout the day, offerings of neem leaves and flowers are made to symbolize how life is 

filled with joy and sorrow.  Gudi Padva if often synonymous with the arrival of spring.  For that very 

reason, it is believed that Gudi Padva is the event to charge forward with new ventures, new renewals 

on relationships, and financial investments.  To children and adults of all ages, this is the glorious 

day for  enjoying sweets and delectable cuisines as they share with their neighbors and friends. 

 

Written by: Avanti Hardikar  

EASTER 

 Easter is the most important spiritual festival for Christians. Easter is celebrated following the first 

full moon after the vernal equinox. Easter celebration commemorates the suffering, death and the resurrec-

tion of Christ, the Mystery on which our Christian faith is founded. 

  Easter marks the end of the Lenten season of forty days, which begins with Ash Wednesday. The 

most famous pre-Lenten carnival celebrated in the US is Mardi Gras. In Goa it is a non-stop 3-day festival of 

color, food, song and music called the Goa Carnival. The purpose of Lent is a time of inward journey leading 

the believer to turn from his/her evil ways and come closer to God through reflection, prayer, fasting, pen-

ance and acts of charity.  

 The week before Easter is called Holy week starting with Palm Sunday commemorating the trium-

phant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. We commemorate the three great events of Je-

sus; The Last Supper on Thursday (Maundy Thursday) Death on the Cross on Friday (Good Friday) and the 

Easter vigil on Saturday, when the church is shrouded in darkness and the priest lights the Easter candle with 

a new flame announcing 'Christ is Risen!ô, triumphant over sin and death, bringing hope and light for the be-

liever. 

 Though Easter does not have the kind of cross-religious involvement that Christmas does, it is cele-

brated all over the world, especially in Christian homes. Easter is a wonderful occasion for families and 

friends to gather and celebrate with their favorite delicacies and drinks from their respective 

places.  Although people do not decorate Easter eggs in India, they are well aware of the oldest tradition of 

the festival and hence, make it a point to purchase beautifully decorated Easter eggs from the stores and give 

them as presents for their children.  

All in all Easter is a joyful occasion for the believer celebrating new hope and the new life.  

 
By: The Sequeiras 

Interested in becoming a member within a couple minutes? Please visit: http://www.iaalv.org/pages/join 



Take a look at our new and improved website at: http://www.iaalv.org 
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2407 Mickley Ave 
Whitehall, PA 18052 
Ph: 610 -432 -0980  

Banquet Facility on Premises 
in Nazareth  

Free Banquet for party of upto 
60 guests (With Restrictions)  

Free Weekend Buffet for 

one at Nazareth location 

SPICE INDIA  

Restaurants 

3812 Easton Nazareth Hwy (Rt 248) 
Nazareth, PA 18045 
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10% OFF Dine-in or Take-

out  at both locations 

Now Open in Northampton County In Nazareth on Rt 248 

www.spiceindia.us 
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Mahavir Jayanti  - by Nita Doshi 
      Mahavir Jayanti is one of the few Jain festival celerbrating the birth of Lord Mahavir Swami, the twenty-fourth Tirthankar. He was born 

in 599 BC at Kshatriyakund near modern Patna in Bihar. He was born to his father, King Siddhartha and his mother, Queen Trishla. Who 

were extremely religious people and followers of Lord Parshwanath, the twenty-third Tirthankar. When Queen Trishla was expecting Lord 

Mahavir Swami, she had 14 beautiful dreams  When the learned scholars were asked the meaning of these dreams, they stated that she was 

going to have an extraordinary child. A child who will show the path to true happiness to humanity. Queen Trishlaôs fourteen dreams in-

cluded: A white elephant, A lion, the Goddess Lakshmi with two elephants at her side showering flowers, a moon lighting the 

universe with its silvery light, a pair of jumping fish, the bright sun, a golden pitcher,  a lake full of lotus flowers, a calm ocean 

of milk, a celestial palace, a throne of rubies and diamonds, a celestial king ruling the earth, a garland, a white bull, fragrant 

Mandara flowers, and a vase as tall as Mount Meru, filled with gems .And immediately after this, she felt a white elephant en-

ter her through her mouth. She also didn't feel any pain associated with childbirth. 

     Lord Mahavir Swami was born at four oôclock in the morning, an auspicious time for both Jains and Hindus. It is believed 

that at the exact moment of his birth, the life forms in all the three worlds were cheerful and content. Several gods and god-

desses descended from the heavens to pay homage to the newest Tirthankara. They bathed him ceremonially and named him 

Vardhaman, Vir, Mahavira, Ativira and Samvati. The child was of exceptional beauty and developed great physical and spiri-

tual strength. At the age of thirty, Mahavir renounced the material world, and sat for meditation 

After 12 years of meditation under an Ashoke tree, also called Jonesia Ashoka, he attained the ultimate enlightenment. The 

divine Gods witnessed this great event, and carried him in a palanquin to a park where he was put on a five-tiered throne and 

acknowledged as Mahavira. Here he stripped himself of all his clothes. Instead of shaving his head, he tore his hair out from 

the roots, for he was above pain. According to the Digambaras, Mahavir wore no clothes thereafter, but the Svetambaras be-

lieve that Indra presented him with a whiterobe.  

     Mahavir preached non-violence and prohibited any kind of killing. He also believed that the most virtuous life is spent sit-

ting still and fasting, as then a man does not run the risk of injuring life even involuntarily, by swallowing or treading upon in-

sects. On his birth anniversary, every Jain resolves to follow his teachings. Jai- Jinendra!  
ñThere is no enemy out of your soul. The real enemies live inside yourself, they are anger, proud, curvedness, greed, attachments and hate.ò 

WRITERS NEEDED!  
Do you like writing? Do you have 
an interesting story you would like 
to share with the community? 
Would you like to help your com-
munity by sharing some informa-
tion related to your profession?  
We would love to hear from you! 
Please send us your article to  
editor@iaalv.org and we will try our 
best to get it published in the up-
coming newsletter.  
Happy writing! 


