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WHATOGS | NSI Maintaining Green Card Status

By - Sreepadraj Venkatarao
It is not too uncommon to hear someone say that they are maintaining their permane
residence status, i.e., green card by coming to the United States once every year for brief vi
before returning to India. The assumption that yearly visits to the United States will enable tc
keep their hard earned green card is not
right but is a privilege that can be revoked, i.e. taken back by the government. Even though
SELARREN LS  does not occur often, | am sure the reader would not want to be that one rare case, where it
actually happen.

One of the reasons that a person may lose his green card is when USCIS determine
EASTE PRége 4 the person has abandoned their permanent resident status. This may come up as an issue V
trying to enter the U.S. or while filing for citizenship. Abandonment is said to have occurred
when a per manent r étentidemdnafpanmahest residends h avia eh

WHAT IS UGADI?...Page 2

MAHAVIR number of factors that are used to determine the intent of the permanent resident. Some of t
JAYANThge 6 P significant factors are:
E Length of the green card holderds abseé
E Purpose of the trip abroad
PARSI NAVROZE E Facts indicating a fixed duration of the trip abroad
é e .Page7 E Location of the close family members
E Retaining job in the U.S.
E Maintenance of a U.S. address
BAHAG6I NEW E Continued filing of U.S. and state tax returns as a resident of the U.S.
Y E AR éPage 8 claiming all worldwide income on such returns;
E Maintenance of other ties with the U.S., such as property ownership bank accounts,
2009 IAALV ANNUAL RE- credit cards, club memberships, regularly renewed driver's license
P OR T Rage 9
It is very important to note that this list is not exhaustive i.e., there may be other factc
that could be relevant in someoneds situa
portant than the other. USCIS analyzes all relevant factors to determine whether there has
an abandonment based on Atotality of the

important to maintain strong ties to the U.S. which will only make it easier to establish intent
make this country your home, if ever a question arises. Hence, green card holders who wish
retain their permanent resident status must take all necessary steps to maintain and nurture
privilege that has been granted to them.
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‘' VALLEY Sreepadraj Venkatarao is an attorney practicing United States Immigration law representing clients from across t
United States and around the world. The attorney i

WMUH 91.7 FM Degree from the Mechanical Engineering Department of New Jersey Institute of Technology (MS) and a Bangalc

Saturdays 40 University (BE). He is also a registered Patent Attorney and plans to expand into this area of law. Attorney Sreep

WDIY 88.1 FM Venkatarao is a member of several professional organizations like the American Immigration Lawyers Associatio
(93.9 FM Easton) American Intellectual Property Law Association and

(90.3 FM Western LV) www.srvnlaw.conor call (215) 3481223 to reach the attorney.
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What is Ugadi?
Ugadi, derived from Sanskrit is also knowr

as Yugaadi, Yug means era and aadi means begi
ning. This is the beginning of the new Hindu cal¢

dar. It is said that on this day Lord Krishna gave
his mortal body and with it the new Yuga com-
menced. It is also believed that Lord Brahma be
gan his creation on this day. Lord Rama began
rule Ayodhya after killing Ravana on this very au
picious day.

Ugadi is the beginning of New Year for pe(
ple in Andhra Pradesh and Karnatakhg a d i 0
date is subject to change every year and falls o
first day in the month of Chaitra (usually in Marg
April). During this day mantras are chanted and
predictions about the New Year are told. This
APanchanga Sravanamo |
ings in temples. The predictions for the crops,
rains, gains and loss are read by learned persor
help people prepare for the coming year.

One of the many traditions of Ugadi in-
cludes the making of
ney is a combination of jaggery or brown sugatr,
raw mango pieces, neem flowers and tamarind.
The taste of AUgadi P
since it gives a flavor of sweet, sour and bitter.
Some other foods that are made during Ugadi i
clude Puran Poli, Pulihora and Mango Rice. Usl
ally during the day of Ugadi people wake up ear

in preparation of the event. Mango leaves are put
0.

in front of the house to represent good well bein
Also a ritual that is done is splashing of cow dun
in front of houses and drawing designs (rangoli)

Many states in India celebrate this day by

different names. While it is called Ugadi in Andhf

Pradesh and Karnataka, it is observed as Gudi
Padwa in Maharashtra and as Cheti Chand or
Sindhi New Yeatr.

By: Anil Yelamarty
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GUDI PADVA !
Gudi Padva is the traditional New Year followed in Maharashtrian (Hindu) calendar. Gud|
~Padwa falls on March 1n the 2010 calendar year. Gudi Padva is observed predominantly in Ge
;parts of northern Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh. Gudi Padwa is observed during the first mol
'the (Marathi) calendar, called Chaitra, and observed on first day of Chait. Many legends symbc
'the hoisting of the Gudi to specific historic events. Amongst the many, the most noteworthy is
'defeat of Shakas by Shaliavahan and several victories of Chatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. !

; The underlying event of the day is the Gudi hoisting, which can be clearly seen on the put
'of homes. The hoisting of the Godi is accompanied with a flag on a bamboo staff. The flag is n
'of green and/or yellow colored silk cloth. The flag pole is topped with a bright goblet, surrounde
'a garland of Neem & Mango leaves and sweets. Rangoli is often the last piece of decoratlon th
'drawn either in close proximity of the Godi, or somewhere in front of the house.

! Throughout the day, offerings of neem leaves and flowers are made to symbolize how llfe
‘filled with joy and sorrow. Gudi Padva if often synonymous with the arrival of spring. For that v
'reason, it is believed that Gudi Padva is the event to charge forward with new ventures, new,rel
'on relationships, and financial investments. To children and adults of all ages, this is the glotiot
'day for enjoying sweets and delectable cuisines as they share with their neighbors and friends.

'Written by, Avanti Hardikar

_________________________________________________________________________

EASTER
Easter is the most important spiritual festival for Christians. Easter is celebrated following the [firs
full moon after the vernal equinox. Easter celebration commemorates the suffering, death and the re¢su
tion of Christ, the Mystery on which our Christian faith is founded.
Easter marks the end of the Lenten season of forty days, which begins with Ash Wednesday.|Th
most famous preenten carnival celebrated in the US is Mardi Gras. In Goa it is-&tepn3day festival of
color, food, song and music called the Goa Carnival. The purpose of Lent is a time of inward journey le
the believer to turn from his/her evil ways and come closer to God through reflection, prayer, fasting, pe
ance and acts of charity.
The week before Easter is called Holy week starting with Palm Sunday commemorating the tr
phant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. We commemorate the three great gver
sus; The Last Supper on Thursday (Maundy Thursday) Death on the Cross on Friday (Good Friday) &
Easter vigil on Saturday, when the church is shrouded in darkness and the priest lights the Easter danc
a new fl ame announcing ' Chri st i's Risen! 6, tri
liever.
Though Easter does not have the kind of ereBgious involvement that Christmas does, it is celg-
brated all over the world, especially in Christian homes. Easter is a wonderful occasion for families and
friends to gather and celebrate with their favorite delicacies and drinks from their respective
places.Although people do not decorate Easter eggs in India, they are well aware of the oldest traditior
the festival and hence, make it a point to purchase beautifully decorated Easter eggs from the storep al
them as presents for their children.
All in all Easter is a joyful occasion for the believer celebrating new hope and the new life.

By: The Sequeiras




Take a look at our new and improved websitétp://www.iaalv.org

Attend our Career Information Seminar to learn more about a career as a
Financial Services Associate (FSA) at The Prudential Insurance Company of
America. As an FSA you'll play a key role _

in your community while you build a
career in insurance and financial sales.
You'll learn from seasoned professionals.
You'll get support to prepare for licensing
exams. And you'll earn a competitive
compensation and benefits package
while you train.

Contact us today and take the first step
toward a career where you are rewarded
and recognized for your success.

To learn more about our Financial Services Associate
opportunity, please contact:

Ssunil Parikh, LUTCF
Manager, Financial Services
215-996-0803 ext.7266

@2008. The Prudential Insurance Company of America and its affiliates, Newark, New |ersey are
Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employers. Prudential, Prudential Financial, the Rock Logo,

and the Rock Prudential Logo are registered service marks of The Prudential Insurance Comparny of
America, and its affiliates.
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SPICE INDIA

Restaurants

Now Open in Northampton County In Nazareth on Rt 248

Banquet Facility on Premises
Free Weekend Buffet for In Nazareth

one at Nazareth location

10% OFF Dieor Take Free Banquet for party of upto
S GU el LEeEheIs 60 gueStS (With Restrictions)

2407 Mickley Ave 3812 Easton Nazareth Hwy (Rt 248)
Whitehall, PA 18052 Nazareth, PA 18045
Ph: 610 -432 -0980 Ph: 610 -365 -7400

www.spiceindia.us
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WRITERS NEEDED!
Do you like writing? Do you have
an interesting story you would like
to share with the community?
Would you like to help your com-
munity by sharing some informa-
tion related to your profession?
We would love to hear from you!
Please send us your article to
editor@iaalv.org and we will try our
best to get it published in the up-
coming newsletter.
Happy writing!

Mahavir Jayanti- by Nita Doshi

Mahavir Jayanti is one of the few Jain festival celerbrating the birth of Lord Mahavir Swami, the-fawgttyTirthankar. He w&s born
in 599 BC at Kshatriyakund near modern Patna in Bihar. He was born to his father, King Siddhartha and his mother, Qae@mhadrish
were extremely religious people and followers of Lord Parshwanath, the tinnatyirthankar. When Queen Trishla was expectingd
Mahavir Swami, she had 14 beautiful dreams When the learned scholars were asked the meaning of these dreams, thafestated th:
going to have an extraordinary <c¢chil d. A child who widtedmsis-ho
cluded:A white elephant, A lion, the Goddess Lakshmi with two elephants at her side showering flowers, a moon lightir
universe with its silvery light, a pair of jumping fish, the bright sun, a golden pitcher, a lake full of lotus flonans paean
of milk, a celestial palace, a throne of rubies and diamonds, a celestial king ruling the earth, a garland, a whiggaatll, f
Mandara flowers, and a vase as tall as Mount Meru, filled with gems .And immediately after this, she felt a white elephze
ter her through her mouth. She also didn't feel any pain associated with childbirth.

Lord Mahavir Swami was born at four od6clock in the n
that at the exact moment of his birth, the life forms in all the three worlds were cheerful and content. Several gods and g
desses descended from the heavens to pay homage to the newest Tirthankara. They bathed him ceremonially and nam
Vardhaman, Vir, Mahavira, Ativira and Samvati. The child was of exceptional beauty and developed great physical and ¢
tual strength. At the age of thirty, Mahavir renounced the material world, and sat for meditation
After 12 years of meditation under an Ashoke tree, also called Jonesia Ashoka, he attained the ultimate enlightenment.
divine Gods witnessed this great event, and carried him in a palanquin to a park where he was putiered fivone and
acknowledged as Mahavira. Here he stripped himself of all his clothes. Instead of shaving his head, he tore his hair out 1
the roots, for he was above pain. According to the Digambaras, Mahavir wore no clothes thereafter, but the Svetambara
lieve that Indra presented him with a whiterobe.

Mahavir preached newiolence and prohibited any kind of killing. He also believed that the most virtuous life is spent si
ting still and fasting, as then a man does not run the risk of injuring life even involuntarily, by swallowing or treadiing up
sects. On his birth anniversary, every Jain resolves to follow his teachingsndadra!

AThere is no enemy out of your soul. The real enemimss alnidv é



